Infectious complications of penile prosthetic implants.
An infectious complication involving placement of a penile prosthesis is a disastrous event. A review of more than 300 devices placed between 1979 and 1984 at this center reveals an infectious complication rate of 8.3 per cent. Perioperative risk factors predisposing to infection included reoperation for technical failures, inadequate antibiotic coverage (specifically for Staphylococcus epidermidis), failure to perform a circumcision at the time of placement in uncircumcised patients and simultaneous placement with an artificial urinary sphincter device. No group of patients nor type of prosthesis was more susceptible to the development of a postoperative infection.